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INTRODUCTION

Indey Medz'cus®is the National Library of Medicine’s monthly bibliogra-
phy of the literature of biomedicine.The cumulated contents of the twelve mon-
thly issues (January-December) comprise the annual Cumulated Indey Medicus.

MATERIALS INDEXED®

Indey Medicus contains citations to the serial journa1®literature.

In the selection of materials for indexing, the National Library of Medicine
is advised by a group of disinguished physicians, medical editors,and medical
librarians. The Library indexes the literature that has been judged most use-
ful to Indey Medicus users, but it is not possible to include every. journal that
might contain useful articles. '

An effort is made@to maintain a reasonable balance of subject matter.The
nclusion of a journal should not be construed as indicating that it is consi-
dered superior to one that is not indexed; .the omission of a publication does
inot necessarily reflect on its quality.

Original journal articles are indexed,as well as@those letters, editorials,
biographies, and obituaries that have substantive contents. Abstracts of articles
are never indexed.In certain journals which cover fields other than biomedicine
@, only thosé? articles related to biomedicine are selected for inclusion in
Indey Medicus. .

Some journals that are published in a foreign language are also published in
English translation, but Indey Medicus cites only one source.This is almost in-
variably the original foreign language bublication because it is available earlier
and is the ultimate source of information concerning the author’s intent.For
up—to—date®information about the availability of English translation journals,
particularly consultants Bureau {ranslations of soviet journals, a medical
librarian should be consulted. '

Beginingin 1971, the journal title abbreviations used in Indey Medicus were
formulated according to the rules of the American National standard for the
Abbreviation of Title of periodicals. The Library@ now follows the Iniernatio-
nal Standard 1SO—4—1972 2 Documentation—International Code for the Abbrevation
of Titles of periodicals,*which is. an adaptation of the A merican standard
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‘and nearly identical to it.

- For the abbreviation of any specific journal cited in Indey Medicus,see the
List of Journals Indeyed in Indey Medicus (LJI) in the January issue of Indey Me-
dicus and in the annual cumulation.L]J1 is also available separately from the Go-
vernment printing office (see National Library of Medicine publications,inside
front cover of any monthly issue of Indey Medicus).

A few medical journals publish several editions,intended for different count-
ries,different groups of readers.Indey Medicus cites only one edition,—usually the
one that is most widely distributed in the United States.Although the editors
of some of these journals assure that the citation for the edition that is indexed
is correct for@all other editions,there are other journals for which this is not
true.For this reason,the page and issue numbers included in the Indey Medicus
citations may not be helpful to®the readrs of veriant editions of such journals.

THE INDEXING OPERATION®

Materials selected®for inclusion are indexed by highly trained literature ana-
lysts. The content of each piece is described by assigning termsselected from Me-
dical Subject Headings (MeSH),®the Library’s coatrolled vocabulary of te-
chnical terms.MeSH is published as part 2 of the Inuary Indey Medicus and is
reproduced in its entirety in Cumulated Indey Medicus.Additional copies of MeSH
may be purchased from the Government printing Office (see NLM publicat-~
ions,inside front cover of MeSH) .

In indexing, the analyst assigns as many subject headings as are necesary
to describe adequately the content of each article.

Each journal article is cited in Indey Medicus only under those subject hea-
dings which represent the most important concepts of the article.All subject
headings,including those representing more peripheral concepts,are stored in
MEDLINE® (Medline Literature Analysis and Retrieval system Online),the
Library’s computer-based file of citations,for use in machine retrieval.

In Indey Medicus,citations are published only under terms appearing in Me-
SH.If the medical concept sought is not in MeSH, the MeSH equivalent must
be found.For example, citations on German measleS®W0u1d appear in Indey
Medicus under its MeSH equivalent, RUBELLA. \

When materials are indexed for Indey Medicus,the most specific terms avai-
1able in MeSH are used.Thus,if an article is concerned w1th.erythro mycin,
it would be indexed under that term,rather than the broader ANTIBIOTICS.
Under the latter term, one would find only : (a) articles dealing with antibi-
otics generally, (b) those that deal in a very general way with a large num-
ber of named antibiotics,or (¢) those that deal with specific antibiotics

which have not been separately 1isted®in MeSH ,
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The user who is interested in@one concept may find that the brbader®term
is also worth examining for articles of possible interest.Although one may be
interested primarily in penicillin sensitivity, report on the general subject
of antibiotic senmsitivity may be useful.
The user who wants information on some aspect of the use of antibiotics
in pediatric practice would certainly want not only the general materials that
would appear under ANTIBIOTICS, but also those concerned with specific
antibiotics.
Because it is impossible to group together all terms directly or indirectly
related to a particular concept,the following should be considered@vvhen sear-
ching this bibliography@=
1 .Direct form of the term (LUNG ABSCESS)
2 .Inverted form of the term (ANEMIA,HEMOLYTIC)
3 .Noun form (LIVER,KIDNEY,BRAIN)
4 .Adjective form (HEPATIC COMA, CEREBRAL REVASCULARIZATI-
OND :

5 .Function words which imply the concept in mind@ (THINKING for
BRAIN,DIGESTION for GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM)

6 .Terms for techniques which imply the concept in mind (ELE CTRO
CARDIOGRAPHY for HEART)

7 .Synonyms or near-symomny ms® (VERTIGO for DIZZINESS)

8 .Broader and narrower®terms.

The best way to find broader and narrower terms is by reference to@ the
“tree structures”in MeSH,where terms are grouped into fourteen subject cate-
gories and arranged in a hierarchical manner with specific terms indented
under the more general one.For example,in subcategory D20,under ANTIBI-
OTICS, many types of antibiotics,such as ANTIBIOTICS, ANTINEOPLAST-
1C are listed.Indented under that term are several even more specific terms.
(Terms followed by an asterisk (*) may be used for machine retrival, but
never apper as subject headings in Indey Medicus.) Thus,broader or narrower
terms may be found merely by scanning these hierarchical lists.

The Indey Medicus user generally starts With one or more medical terms in
mind which express his or her own subject interst.if the user does not find
a given term in the alphabetical list examination of an appropriate“tree stru-
cture” may reveal a synonym or a broader term under which the desire lite-
rature might have been indexed.When a usable term is found, examination
of nearby entries in the alphabetic list may reveal related terms that are also

worth searching in the Indey Medicus Subject Section,
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